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SUBJECT: GREEK POREIGN MINISTER TO PROBE SYRO-TURKISH RELATIONS 

REF: ATHENS 1508 

1. DURING CALL AT GREEK EMBASSY, EMBOPP WAS INPORMED 
THAT GREEK FONMIN BITSIOS WILL VISIT SYRIA FEB 22. 

EMBOPP TOLD THAT SYRIA UNHAPPY WITH TURKEY, NOT ONLY OVER 
ISSUE TURKISH-IRAQI PIPELINE, BUT ALSO OVER REPORTS 3-4000 
IRAQI "VOLUNTEERS" TRANSITED TURKEY ON WAY TO LEBANON 
DURING THE CIVIL WAR THERE. 
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2. ANOTHER EMBOPF GIVEN ESSENTIALLY SAME INPORMATION 
BY LOCAL JOURNALIST. REGARDING RUMOR THAT SOME IRAQI 
TROOPS TRANSITED TURKEY, JOURNALIST EXCLAIMED "THAT'S 
NO RUMOR, IT'S KNOWN." HE SAID SARG DEPINITELY BELIEVED 
SUCH REPORTS. HE CLAIMED THAT IN RECENT MEETING OP 
MINISTERS OP ECONOMY AND EUPHRATES DAM WITH LOCAL 
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JOURNALISTS QUESTION WAS ASKED ABOUT SYRIAN GRIEVANCES 
WITH TURKEY. BOTH MINISTERS AVOIDED ANSWERING AND WARNED 
PRESS THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD TURKEY BE 
CRITICIZED. THIS BORNE OUT DURING PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
TURKISH-IRAQI PIPELINE IN WHICH CRITICISM EXCLUSIVELY EOCUSED 
ON IRAQ. 

3. TURKISH EMBOEE PROVIDED DIEEERENT VIEW OE SYRO-TURKISH 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. HE TOLD US THAT TURKEY 
CONSIDERS RELATIONS WITH SYRIA STEADILY IMPROVING ALTER 
MANY YEARS OE STRAIN. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SYRIANS LESS 
THAN HAPPY ABOUT PIPELINE BUT ASSERTED THIS HAD NOT 
AEFECTED RELATIONS. HE STATED THAT HE ASSUMED TURKEY HAD 
RECEIVED PIROR SYRIAN AND IRAQI AGREEMENT EOR CONSTRUCTING NEW 
DAM ON EUPHRATES RIVER SINCE WORLD BANK LOANS REQUIRED SUCH 
ASSENT, AND HE UNDERSTOOD CONSTRUCTION ON DAM HAD BEGUN. 

4. COMMENT: WE SUSPECT TURKISH EMBOEE IS INTENTIONALLY 
DOWNPLAYING SYRIAN-TURKISH DIFEERENCES, WHICH CURRENT 
VISIT OF IRAQI LEADER SADDAM HUSSEIN TO TURKEY UNLIKELY TO 
ASSUAGE. HOWEVER, GIVEN SYRIA'S CONTINUING CONFRONTATION 
WITH ISREAL, OPEN RIFT WITH IRAQ, AND LARGE NUMBER OF 
TROOPS DIVERTED TO LEBANON, IT UNDERSTANDABLE THAT SYRIA 
RELUCTANT TO VOICE ANY COMPLAINTS TO TURKEY WITHOUT MAJOR 
PROVOCATION. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND FROM TURKISH AMBASSADOR 
THAT VISITS OF BOTH TURKISH FONMIN AND TURKISH PRIMIN (AFTER 
LONMIN'S VISIT) ARE IN THE WORKS BUT NO DATES HAVE YET BEEN SET. 

IT UNLIKELY THAT GREEK FONMIN WILL GET VERY FAR IT HE HOPES TO 
PERSUADE SYRIA TO GO BEYOND PREVIOUS POSITIONS IT HAS TAKEN 
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ON CYPRUS AND OTHER OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS DIRECTLY AFFECTING 
GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS. ON THE OTHER HAND, HIS VISIT 
CAN BE EXPECTED TO STRENGTHEN BILATERAL ECONOMIC TIES 
INCLUDING CONSECRATION OF RECENT AGREEMENT FOR DIRECT 
FERRY SERVICE BETWEEN GREECE AND SYRIA. 

MURPHY 
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